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Burley-in-Wharfedale, 
February  /\th,  1896. 

To  the  Chairman  a7ui  Me7nbers  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  this  evening, 
a statement  containing  a summary  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
past  year,  the  conditions  which  have  affected  the  health  of  the 
District,  and  the  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in 
sanitary  requirements  and  organisation. 

POPULATION. 

It  is  rendered  more  than  usually  difficult  for  me  to 
estimate,  with  an  approach  to  accuracy,  the  number  of  our 


population,  as  several  new  houses  have  been  built  and 
occupied,  fresh  families  have  entered  the  village,  and  there 
has  been  a considerable  floating  population,  consisting  of 
navvies  and  other  workmen  employed  on  various  undertakings, 
lodging  in  the  district.  Last  year  I calculated  the  people  to 
number  2,700,  allowing  a rate  of  increase  equal  to  that  between 
the  last  two  census  ; the  natural  rate  of  increase,  i.e.,  pre- 
ponderance of  births  over  deaths  since  1891,  averages  21  per 
year,  but  this  is  a fallacious  guide  as  the  last  census  proved, 
and  I think,  if  we  take  2,750  to  represent  the  population  in  the 
middle  of  the  year,  our  statistics  will  represent  fairly  well  the 
actual  conditions  of  health  during  the  year. 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  registered  in  the  twelve  months  the  births  of 
66  children  ; of  these,  38  were  males  and  28  females.  The 
birth-rate  is  equal  to  24  per  1,000  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  is  less 
than  the  rate  of  30  last  year,  and  the  same  as  the  year  previous  ; 
it  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  average  rate  of  increase  for 
several  years  ; that  of  last  year  being  only  exceptional. 

DEATHS. 

Owing  to  the  unusually  severe  weather  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year,  our  list  of  deaths  is  lai'ger  than  usual,  and  greatly  in 
excess  of  recent  years,  and  one-third  of  the  mortality  occurred  in 
the  first  quarter.  The  deaths  taking  place  in  the  village  were 
50  (30  males  and  20  females),  one  being  that  of  a visitor  who 
had  been  here  but  a few  days  ; on  the  other  hand,  I have 
knowledge  of  6 persons,  from  the  village,  who  died  away  : three 
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in  Otley  Workhouse,  one  in  Menston  Asylum,  one  in  the 
Bradford  Infirmary,  and  one  in  Ilkley.  The  55  deaths  available 
for  this  purpose  yield  a death-rate  equal  to  20-0  per  1,000  living. 
The  death-rate  for  three  years  past  13*5,  but  in  1891,  owing 
to  influenza,  it  was  23-6,  and  20*3  in  1890.  Of  the  deaths 
occurring  in  the  village,  10  were  under  i year  old,  i between 
I and  5 years,  i between  5 and  15  years,  5 between  15  and  25 
years,  17  between  25  and  65  years,  and  16  above  the  last  age. 
Of  the  6 dying  outside  the  district,  3 were  between  25  and  65 
years,  and  3 above  65  years  of  age ; and  the  average  age  at 
death  was  43  years. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Among  the  causes  assigned  to  these  deaths  may  be 
noticed  : — Phthisis  (pulmonary  consumption)  7,  other  diseases 
of  the  lungs  5,  heart  disease  4,  cancer  and  other  malignant 
complaints  9,  old  age  3,  influenza  3,  accidents  (drowning)  2 ; 
one  death,  and  one  only,  took  place  from  zymotic  or  infectious 
disease,  viz.,  from  typhoid  fever.  The  deaths  of  those  away 
from  the  village  not  being  notified  to  me,  I cannot  include 
them  in  this  list.  I have  worked  out  the  following  rates  from 
these  data  : — • 

Infant  mortality  - - 151  per  1,000  born. 

Respiratory  death  rate  i-8  per  1,000  living. 

Phthisis  ,,  . 2*5  per  1,000  living. 

Zymotic  ,,  -3  per  1,000  living. 

For  the  purpose,  of  comparison,  I quote  similar  averages  for  the 
whole  county  for  the  year  1894  : — Infant  mortality  137, 
respiratory  rate  3-2,  phthisis  1-3,  and  zymotic  diseases  i’45. 
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DISEASES  PREVAILING  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  has  been  no  extensive  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 
A few  mild  cases  of  scarlatina  have  been  notified,  two  cases  of 
erysipelas  and  five  of  typhoid  fever.  The  circumstances 
concerning  the  last  mentioned  cases  have  already  been  fully 
reported  to  you.  During  the  last  month  a large  number  of 
young  children  suffered  from  a mild  influenza  or  contagious 
cold,  which  invariably  attacked  all  the  children  in  a house 
where  it  broke  out.  The  complaint  was  accompanied  in  some 
cases  by  broncho -pneumonia,  but  in  no  case  did  death  ensue. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  weather  at  the  time  was 
“unseasonable,”  i.e.,  was  mild,  damp  and  foggy.  The  out- 
break began  suddenly,  and  quickly  subsided.  A few  cases  of 
whooping  cough  were  observed  in  December.  Influenza 
attacked  a number  of  persons  in  March,  and  three  deaths  are 
attributed,  in  part,  to  it,  viz.,  one  infant  and  two  adults. 

SANITARY  AFFAIRS. 

The  scheme  for  sewerage  treatment  has  been  completed 
during  the  year,  and  the  “farm”  is  ready,  or  nearly  so,  for 
practical  operations.  There  is  one  point,  however,  which  I 
should  like  to  impress  upon  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  that 
is  the  arrangements  for  flushing  the  sewer  in  times  of  drought. 
Most  of  the  top  water,  or  rain  water,  has  been  taken  from  the 
main  sewer  and  turned  into  the  beck,  and  unless  strict 
regulations  are  enforced  for  periodical  flushing  of  the  whole 
system  from  the  highest  point,  we  shall  have  serious  nuisance, 
if  not  disease. 

I think  it  a pity  that  the  road  to  the  Holme,  one  of  the 
favourite  walks  of  the  village,  should  have  been  spoilt  by  the 
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placing  of  an  evil  smelling  ventilator  in  the  centre  of  the 
pathway. 

In  connection  with  the  Corn  Mill  Dam,  on  which  I 
reported  very  fully  to  you  three  years  ago,  I strongly 
recommend  you  to  enforce  the  connecting  of  the  Rose  Bank 
and  Elm  Grove  sewers  with  the  main.  This  is  rendered  more 
practical  now  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  my  special  report,  as 
the  new  sewer  from  Menston,  in  the  Bradford  Road,  passes 
within  400  yards  of  this  property.  The  mill  dam  has  been  a 
nuisance  during  the  year,  and  I understand  that  it  has  to  be 
cleaned  out  this  Spring. 

From  the  report  of  the  Inspector,  I gather  that  all  the 
cowsheds  and  mistals  were  inspected  in  July  and  November,  and 
found  in  a satisfactoiy  state,  and  that  no  complaint  is  made. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  remedied. 
This  was  due  to  the  influx  of  navvies  engaged  on  the  sewering 
operations. 

The  scavenging  is  now  being  done  by  the  Council’s  servants, 
and  is  satisfactory.  Many  complaints  were  heard  when  the 
work  was  left  to  contractors,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  under  the 
present  system  little  or  no  neglect  will  arise.  The  most 
important  step  in  this  department  has  been  the  adoption  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Ayscough  oak  pail,  with  hermetically 
fitting  lids,  for  all  the  closets  in  the  district  on  the  tub  system. 
These  will  be  taken  away  weekly,  emptied  at  a depot,  cleansed 
and  brought  back  ; thus  doing  away  with  the  nuisance  caused 
by  emptying  the  contents  into  a sanitary  cart  in  the  streets. 

I have  inspected  the  whole  of  the  village  during  the  year, 
and  have  from  time  to  time  called  your  attention  to  existing 
defects.  I am  happy  to  state  that  all  property  owners  have  been 
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ready  to  remedy  their  defective  premises  without  any  resort  to 
legal  action.  At  the  present  time  the  Sanitary  Committee,  of 
which  I am  a member  (ex-officio),  is  in  possession  of  a list  of 
middens.  See.,  which  do  not  conform  to  the  bye-laws.  Some 
of  these  are  a nuisance  and  dangerous,  others  not  so  bad,  but 
all,  it  is  expected,  will  be  made  strictly  conformable  to  section  84, 
within  a short  time. 

The  following  sums  up  the  chief  structural  alterations  which 
have  been  made  : — The  middens  to  9 cottages  have  been  filled 
up,  and  the  floor  raised  to  3 inch  above  the  ground  level.  The 
privies  and  middens  of  18  houses  have  been  converted  to  the 
pail  system  ; 20  new  houses  have  been  fitted  up  in  the  same 
manner,  and  the  19  houses  in  course  of  erection  will  be  on  the 
same  system. 

In  my  report  for  1894,  I drew  your  attention  to  the  over- 
crowded condition  of  the  village  from  want  of  house  accommo- 
dation. I am  pleased  to  say  that  my  appeal  was  responded  to, 
and  three  rows  of  houses  (29  in  all)  were  soon  after  commenced. 
One  roM^  is  finished  and  occupied,  and  the  others  in  course  of 
construction  are  all  bespoken.  Eight  houses  built  by  Mr.  J. 
Lewis  are  also  tenanted.  Still  there  is  need  of  more,  and  I trust 
they  will  be  soon  forthcoming.  Many  of  the  older  houses  need 
structural  alterations  or  pulling  down.  There  is  also  a demand 
for  better  class  houses  of  ;!^30 — ^40  rental,  and  I am  sure  if  any 
of  this  class  were  built,  they  would  readily  be  let. 

The  Mmter  supply  has  been  uniformly  of  good  quality,  and 
a greater  quantity  is  to  be  ensured  by  the  construction  of  an 
additional  reservoir. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  for  the  village, 
work  of  all  kinds  has  been  plentiful,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
that  the  premut  year  will  not  be  behind. 


7 


Considerable  effort  has  been  made  by  your  Council  to 
make  the  village  healthier  to  live  in,  and  I hope  that  future 
annual  reports  will  be  able  to  show  how  thoroughly  you  have 
succeeded. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


OTLEY  : 


WILLIAM  WALKER  AND  SONS, 


PRINTERS. 
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